
BY KAROLYN FOURNIER

   Is there a garden guru on your 
Christmas list this year?  It’s easy 
to pick up paper-whites or amaryl-
lis bulbs at the grocery store, but 
if you really want to make an im-
pression on your beloved botanist, 
here’s a few of my favourite gift 
suggestions.  
• A pair of good quality garden-
ing gloves:   I’ve learned the hard 
way that you get what you pay 
for.   Don’t settle for the dollar 
store variety or inexpensive, ill-
fi tting cloth gloves.  Gloves are 
used to protect your hands from 
cuts, scrapes, moisture & blisters.  
They should fi t properly like a sec-
ond skin.  I’ve never been a glove-
wearing gardener, but at a trade 
show in Chicago last year I found 
an amazing pair designed and 
created by a group of gardeners.  
The original “Pallina” goatskin 
gloves are available in short or 
long styles, in sizes from small to 
extra large and are so comfortable 
you barely notice you’re wearing 
them.   Glove prices start at $30 
US – and you don’t have to leave 
the house to shop, they’re avail-

able online.  The company has 
added new garden wear to their 
product line, well worth checking 
out at www.thepallina.com.  
• Horticultural Society Member-
ship:  Garden Societies have been 
around for hundreds of years and 
need help staying around for a few 
hundred more.  Memberships are 
as inexpensive as $10 annually 
and benefi ts include informative 
newsletters, monthly meetings 
with guest ‘expert’ speakers, gar-
den tours, and networking with 
other gardeners.  Societies usu-
ally maintain local gardens and 
produce garden shows and com-
petitions.   Many garden centres 
and greenhouses offer a discount 
to card carrying horticulture club 
members.   For a list of local soci-
eties in your neighbourhood, visit 
www.gardenontario.org or contact 
your town hall for a contact phone 
number.
• Garden Centre Gift Cards:  
Gift cards no longer have expiry 
dates and you can be assured the 
recipient will be delighted to have 
an excuse to spend some coin at 
their favourite plant store.   Pair 
that with the Horticultural Soci-

ety Membership card and remind 
them of their discount.  Attach the 
card(s) to a Christmas cactus or 
a bulb planter if you’d like a tan-
gible gift.
• Gardening Magazine Sub-
scription:  Sign them up for an 
annual subscription and wrap a 
copy of the magazine with the 
gift card attached.  The gift can be 
opened and enjoyed until their fi rst 
issue arrives in the mail.  A few 
reputable gardening mags I like 

having around are Canadian Gar-
dening (www.canadiangardening.
com), Ontario Gardener (www.
localgardener.net) and the Ameri-
can publication Fine Gardening 
(www.fi negardening.com).  An-
nual subscriptions range in price 
from $19.95 to $29.95 and can be 
sent anywhere in North America.  
• Gardening Books:  Bookstore 
shelves are bursting with books, 
but a few ‘must haves’ in my col-
lection are published by the Hole 

family in St. Albert, Alberta.  Lois 
Hole’s “Perennial Favourites” and 
Jim & Lois Hole’s “Q & A” se-
ries are a great buy and are mostly 
Canadian content.  My current 
favourite reference book is “A-Z 
Encyclopedia of Garden Plants” 
by DK Books, usually available at 
a discounted price online at Indigo 
books.  

* * *
Karolyn Fournier works at Colour 
Paradise Greenhouses.
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Buy direct from the grower!
We have a great selection of poinsettias to

choose from in assorted sizes.

1209 Bleams Rd., 1km west of Trussler Rd., in Mannheim • Less than 10 minutes from Fischer-Hallman Road

Hours 
 Mon.- Sat. 9-5 pm 

Closed Every Sunday
519-745-0200

info@colourparadise.com     www.colourparadise.com

• Indoor arrangement workshop - Saturday, December 
12 at 10 am. Make the perfect centrepiece for your table 
in our workshop and wow all your guests.  Learn the tips 
from our professionals on arranging greens and making 
the perfect bows for your centrepiece.

• Gift cards available for that special person on your list!
• Large variety of winter green inserts, urns, wreaths, and 

swags - in all sizes. We do custom orders.
• We have a great selection of poinsettias in all sizes. 

Starting at $3.99.

CHARITY WREATH AUCTION BIDDING ENDS AT 5PM ON DECEMBER 3RD … 39 WREATHS UP FOR AUCTION
PROCEEDS TO HOUSE OF FRIENDSHIP!

Find us on
Facebook

Great Christmas gifts for the gardener
OUT IN THE GARDEN


